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national affairs, he was to be found more and more on the side of
the socialist countries.
Major developments followed in the world arena. Khrushchev's
leadership rapidly and completely countered the mistaken notions
concerning the Soviet Union that were widely held all over the world.
For the first time, the principal leaders of the Soviet Union visited
various places in India, fraternized with the Indian people, and won
their affection. Only after seeing them did the people of the world
come to believe that communists were not devils and goblins.
Indo-Soviet and Sino-Indian friendship became strengthened.
The Bandung Conference and the Panch Sheel concept brought
fame to Asia, thanks to Nehru's efforts. Nehru came to be regarded
as Asia's historic personage.
But in pitiable Tamil Nadu the man who had risen to the leadership
of the anti-Nehru crowd, Annadurai, was hailed by his thambis
[younger brothers] as "Kemal Pasha." I laughed at that shameful
spectacle. But I was sick in my stomach as I saw his crowd increase.
Even under such circumstances, the Cpmmunist Party remained
stagnant, failing to launch any major effort to support Nehru and
the Congress publicly and to fight the "Kemal Pasha" crowd.
NOTES
1Ismat Pasha went back to his home in 1948 whea he found himself unable
to accept the party's extremist course. In the fifties he served as a member of the
Kumbakonam municipal council. Finding little reason for optimism either in
politics or in personal life, he became increasingly detached and died a few years
ago. Comrade Pasha's passing was a grievous loss to Marxist intellectuals in
Tamil Nadu.
Premises of the Tamil Nadu Congress Committee. Named in honour of
S. Satyamurthi, inspiring leader of the outstanding patriots of Tamil Nadu. The
major credit for the coming into existence of Satyamurthi Bhavan should go to
K. Kamaraj.
3M.P, Sivagnanam is a thyagi who started his life as a humble worker and was
drawn into the freedom struggle. He was a sincere worker in the Congress Party.
Though he had no major ideological differences with the party, he left it and
organized the Tamil Arasu Kazhagam to counter the forces of cultural degradation
represented by the Dravida Kazhagam and the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam.
Ignored by the Congress, he became a prey to narrow parochialism and threw
himself into "struggles" relating to border disputes with neighbouring states.
In the elections of 1967 Sivagnanam came to an understanding with the DMK
which he had all'along opposed. He accepted the election symboVof the DMK
and was returned to the legislative assembly. In 1971 he was defeated by a Congress